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January 6, 2003
Mr. Dale Vodehnal
U.S. EPA Region 8, S u p e r f u n d Program
999 19 t h Str e e t , S u i t e 500
Denver, CO 80202
Re: Vasquez Boulevard and 1-70 S u p e r f u n d S i t e , Denver, CO.

N a t i o n a l Remedy Review Board
Dear Mr. Vodehnal:
The S t a t e of Colorado wishes to thank you for the o p p o r t u n i t y to p a r t i c i p a t e in the Remedy Review
process for the Vasquez Boulevard and 1-70 (VBI70) S i t e (Denver, CO). The state has been an active
p a r t i c i p a n t in the CERCLA process since the l i s t i n g of the site in 1998.
The Co lorado Department of Publ i c H e a l t h and Environment ( C D P H E ) has been p r o v i d i n g
adminis trat ive and technical over sight at the Asarco G l o b e S i t e , which is immed ia t e ly ad ja c en t to the
V B I 7 0 site, since July 1993 when the S t a t e of C o l o r a d o and A S A R C O reached a se t t lement to clean up
the site. In December 1983, C D P H E sued A S A R C O for damages to natural resources using EPA's
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensa t i on , and L i a b i l i t y Act ( S u p e r f u n d ) . Because of this
su i t , C D P H E and A S A R C O entered into an agreement in 1987 to conduct j o i n t s tud i e s to determine the
extent and nature of the site contamination.
The C D P H E brought the VBI70 site t o the U . S . EPA's attention a f t e r s tudies re sul t ing f rom the Asarco
G l o b e S i t e indicated that level s of arsenic in so i l s were not decreas ing with di s tance away f rom the
former G l o b e v i l l e smelter. Because of the f i n d i n g s in the southern por t ion of the Asarco G l o b e s i te , and
re su l t s of a S i t e Inve s t iga t ion conducted by C D P H E at the former Omaha and Grant S m e l t e r locat ion,
EPA decided to conduct further inves t igations for me ta l s contamination in so i l s . T h e s e inve s t igat ions
culminated in p lac ing the VBI70 site on the N a t i o n a l Prior i t i e s Lis t in 1998.
The state has cons i s t ent ly taken the po s i t i on that all impac t ed Denver communities should receive equal
pro t e c t i on and that the citizens in the V B I 7 0 area deserve a c l eanup that is at least as pro t e c t iv e as the
c l eanup provided to residents of the G l o b e v i l l e neighborhood. S u c h a c leanup would correspond to a
risk range of 3 X 10"5 to 8 X 10"5. Based on s i t e - s p e c i f i c in f ormat i on obtained for V B I 7 0 , this
corresponds to a c leanup level for arsenic in soil that would fall between 42 ppm and 128 ppm
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The state s u p p o r t s s e l e c t ing a more pro t e c t ive c leanup level than was o f f e r e d in the Proposed Plan
because the community has c on s i s t en t ly expressed concern about the p o t e n t i a l for m u l t i p l e or
cumulative exposures to human health or environmental hazards in their communities. The alternative
be fore you today, while more co s t ly , is a good investment in c o n f r o n t i n g some of the c o m m u n i t y ' s
concerns. The new alternative w i l l provide an extra level of pro t e c t iv ene s s to h e l p address s p e c i f i c
Environmental J u s t i c e concerns, other chemical exposures in the V B I 7 0 community, and evidence of
a d d i t i o n a l cancer burden in the community, all of which indi ca t e that this community might b e n e f i t f rom
a d d i t i o n a l risk reduction strategies.
The state commends EPA for the thorough and s c i e n t i f i c approach used in evaluat ing risk at the V B I 7 0
site. We can be c o n f i d e n t that this a l t ernat ive s i g n i f i c a n t l y increases the c o m m u n i t y ' s comfor t level and
provide s a sense of f a i rne s s by a p p l y i n g environmental pro t e c t i on equ i tab ly among neighbors.
We look forward to meeting with you in Denver. Plea s e do not he s i ta t e to call me at ( 3 0 3 ) 692-3387 if
you have any questions.
S i n c e r e l y ,

J e f f r e y Deckler
Remedial Program Manager
Hazardou s Mater ia l s

and Was t e Management Division
CC: Ginny Brannon, AGO


